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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 198353 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION BETWEEN BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR TO US 
CRESPO AND ARA ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY STEDMAN 

1 . AMBASSADOR CRESPO CALLED AT HIS REQUEST ON ACTING 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY STEDMAN AUGUST 16. THE SUBJECTS 
DISCUSSED WERE COORDINATOR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANI- 
TARIAN AFFAIRS DERIAN'S TRIP TO BOLIVIA, SENATOR KENNEDY'S 
INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS IN BOLIVIA, TIN NEGOTIATIONS, 

BOLIVIAN ACCESS TO THE SEA, AND THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY. 

2. AMBASSADOR CRESPO ASKED ABOUT MS. DERIAN'S IMPRESSIONS 
OF CONDITIONS IN BOLIVIA. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN INFORMED 
HIM THAT MS. DERIAN WAS CONCERNED ABOUT BOLIVIAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS AND DEEPLY DISTRESSED OVER PLIGHT OF US 
PRISONERS HELD ON DRUG CHARGES. HE ADDED THAT MS. 

DERIAN FELT THAT BOLIVIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM DID NOT OFFER 
DUE PROCESS OR FAIR JUSTICE AND THAT SOME OTHER ACTION 
SHOULD BE TAKEN TO FREE US PRISONERS. AMBASSADOR 
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CRESPO OPINED THAT CENTRAL PROBLEM IN US PRISONER ISSUE 
WAS SPEED OF JUSTICE AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA 
(GOB) WAS ALREADY TAKING REMEDIAL STEPS. AMBASSADOR 
CRESPO ASKED IF A MEETING WITH MS. DERIAN WOULD BE 
BENEFICIAL AND AMBASSADOR STEDMAN REPLIED THAT SUCH A 

PERSONAL EXCHANGE WOULD BE USEFUL. 
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3. AMBASSADOR CRESPO NOTED THAT SENATOR KENNEDY RECENT- 
LY ENTERED INTO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD A COPY OF THE 
CRITIQUE OF THE DEPARTMENT S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON 
BOLIVIA PREPARED BY US CITIZENS IN BOLIVIA. HE SAID 

THAT THE CRITIQUE WAS UNFAIR TO BOLIVIA AND THAT IT 
CONTAINED PORTIONS THAT WERE UNTRUE. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN 
POINTED OUT THAT THE CRITIQUE IN QUESTION WAS A COPY OF 
THE DOCUMENT HANDED TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN WHILE 
IN LA PAZ IN MAY. 

4. AMBASSADOR CRESPO EXPRESSED HIS GOVERNMENT'S DISAP 
POINTMENT OVER THE LACK OF PROGRESS DURING THE RECENT 
INTERNATIONAL TIN COUNCIL MEETING IN LONDON TOWARD 
SETTING REASONABLE FLOOR AND CEILING PRICES FOR TIN. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT IN THE FUTURE US AND BOLIVIAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVES MIGHT CONFER PRIOR TO MEETINGS OF THE ENTIRE 
COUNCIL TO ARRIVE AT POSITIONS WHICH COULD MAKE DIS- 
CUSSIONS BY THE COUNCIL MORE PRODUCTIVE. AMBASSADOR 
STEDMAN SUGGESTED THAT THE BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR AND HIS 
ECONOMIC COUNSELOR FIRST MEET WITH DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH TIN TO REVIEW THE ENTIRE ISSUE. 
AMBASSADOR CRESPO WAS AGREEABLE AND SAID HE WOULD SEEK 
AN APPOINTMENT AT A LATER DATE. 

5. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN INQUIRED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR 
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MOVEMENT ON THE ISSUE OF BOLIVIAN ACCESS TO THE SEA. 
AMBASSADOR CRESPO SAID THERE WAS NO PROGRESS TO REPORT, 
BUT THAT BOLIVIA'S AMBASSADOR TO SANTIAGO HAS BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO MAINTAIN ACTIVE CONVERSATIONS ON THE 
ISSUE WITH THE CHILEANS. AMBASSADOR CRESPO ADMITTED 
THAT HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT WERE STILL GRAVELY CONCERNED 
OVER TENSIONS BETWEEN PERU AND CHILE DESPITE PUBLIC 
DISPLAYS OF CORDIALITY. 

6. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN ASKED ABOUT BOLIVIAN REACTIONS 

TO THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY. AMBASSADOR CRESPO RESPONDED 
THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD ISSUED A STATEMENT AND 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA WAS PLEASED OVER THE 
APPARENT SETTLEMENT OF THE ISSUE. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN 
REMINDED THE BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR THAT RATIFICATION OF 
THE TREATY WILL NOT BE EASY AND THAT LATIN AMERICAN 
DIPLOMATS TO WASHINGTON MAY WISH TO ANNOUNCE IN WASHING- 
TON THEIR GOVERNMENTS' POSITIVE REACTIONS TO THE TREATY. 
AMBASSADOR CRESPO CONCLUDED SAYING THAT, ONCE THE 
PANAMA CANAL ISSUE IS FINALLY RESOLVED, THE NEXT IMPOR- 
TANT MATTER FOR SETTLEMENT WOULD BE BOLIVIA'S ACCESS TO 
THE SEA. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION BETWEEN BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR TO US 
CRESPO AND ARA ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY STEDMAN 

1 . AMBASSADOR CRESPO CALLED AT HIS REQUEST ON ACTING 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY STEDMAN AUGUST 16. THE SUBJECTS 
DISCUSSED WERE COORDINATOR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANI- 
TARIAN AFFAIRS DERIAN'S TRIP TO BOLIVIA, SENATOR KENNEDY'S 
INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS IN BOLIVIA, TIN NEGOTIATIONS, 
BOLIVIAN ACCESS TO THE SEA, AND THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY. 

2. AMBASSADOR CRESPO ASKED ABOUT MS. DERIAN'S IMPRESSIONS 
OF CONDITIONS IN BOLIVIA. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN INFORMED 
HIM THAT MS. DERIAN WAS CONCERNED ABOUT BOLIVIAN POLITICAL 
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PRISONERS AND DEEPLY DISTRESSED OVER PLIGHT OF US 
PRISONERS HELD ON DRUG CHARGES. HE ADDED THAT MS. 

DERI AN FELT THAT BOLIVIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM DID NOT OFFER 
DUE PROCESS OR FAIR JUSTICE AND THAT SOME OTHER ACTION 
SHOULD BE TAKEN TO FREE US PRISONERS. AMBASSADOR 
CRESPO OPINED THAT CENTRAL PROBLEM IN US PRISONER ISSUE 
WAS SPEED OF JUSTICE AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA 
(GOB) WAS ALREADY TAKING REMEDIAL STEPS. AMBASSADOR 
CRESPO ASKED IF A MEETING WITH MS. DERI AN WOULD BE 
BENEFICIAL AND AMBASSADOR STEDMAN REPLIED THAT SUCH A 

PERSONAL EXCHANGE WOULD BE USEFUL. 

3. AMBASSADOR CRESPO NOTED THAT SENATOR KENNEDY RECENT- 
LY ENTERED INTO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD A COPY OF THE 
CRITIQUE OF THE DEPARTMENT S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON 
BOLIVIA PREPARED BY US CITIZENS IN BOLIVIA. HE SAID 

THAT THE CRITIQUE WAS UNFAIR TO BOLIVIA AND THAT IT 
CONTAINED PORTIONS THAT WERE UNTRUE. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN 
POINTED OUT THAT THE CRITIQUE IN QUESTION WAS A COPY OF 
THE DOCUMENT HANDED TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN WHILE 
IN LA PAZ IN MAY. 

4. AMBASSADOR CRESPO EXPRESSED HIS GOVERNMENT'S DISAP 
POINTMENT OVER THE LACK OF PROGRESS DURING THE RECENT 
INTERNATIONAL TIN COUNCIL MEETING IN LONDON TOWARD 
SETTING REASONABLE FLOOR AND CEILING PRICES FOR TIN. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT IN THE FUTURE US AND BOLIVIAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVES MIGHT CONFER PRIOR TO MEETINGS OF THE ENTIRE 
COUNCIL TO ARRIVE AT POSITIONS WHICH COULD MAKE DIS- 
CUSSIONS BY THE COUNCIL MORE PRODUCTIVE. AMBASSADOR 
STEDMAN SUGGESTED THAT THE BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR AND HIS 
ECONOMIC COUNSELOR FIRST MEET WITH DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 198353 

DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH TIN TO REVIEW THE ENTIRE ISSUE. 
AMBASSADOR CRESPO WAS AGREEABLE AND SAID HE WOULD SEEK 
AN APPOINTMENT AT A LATER DATE. 

5. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN INQUIRED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR 
MOVEMENT ON THE ISSUE OF BOLIVIAN ACCESS TO THE SEA. 
AMBASSADOR CRESPO SAID THERE WAS NO PROGRESS TO REPORT, 
BUT THAT BOLIVIA'S AMBASSADOR TO SANTIAGO HAS BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO MAINTAIN ACTIVE CONVERSATIONS ON THE 
ISSUE WITH THE CHILEANS. AMBASSADOR CRESPO ADMITTED 
THAT HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT WERE STILL GRAVELY CONCERNED 
OVER TENSIONS BETWEEN PERU AND CHILE DESPITE PUBLIC 
DISPLAYS OF CORDIALITY. 
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6. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN ASKED ABOUT BOLIVIAN REACTIONS 
TO THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY. AMBASSADOR CRESPO RESPONDED 
THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD ISSUED A STATEMENT AND 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA WAS PLEASED OVER THE 
APPARENT SETTLEMENT OF THE ISSUE. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN 
REMINDED THE BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR THAT RATIFICATION OF 
THE TREATY WILL NOT BE EASY AND THAT LATIN AMERICAN 
DIPLOMATS TO WASHINGTON MAY WISH TO ANNOUNCE IN WASHING- 
TON THEIR GOVERNMENTS' POSITIVE REACTIONS TO THE TREATY. 
AMBASSADOR CRESPO CONCLUDED SAYING THAT, ONCE THE 
PANAMA CANAL ISSUE IS FINALLY RESOLVED, THE NEXT IMPOR- 
TANT MATTER FOR SETTLEMENT WOULD BE BOLIVIA'S ACCESS TO 
THE SEA. VANCE UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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